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PANDARID COPEPODS PARASITIC ON SHARKS
FROM NORTH QUEENSLAND WATERS. Msmoirs of
the Queensland Musewm 33(1): 290 1993:- The Pandandac
are ectoparasitic caligoid copepods exclusive to
elasmobranchs. 38 species are known worldwide (Cressey,
1967, 1970; Rangnekar & Rangnekar, 1972; Cressey & Boyle,
1978; Cressey & Simpfendorfer, 1988).

In a checklist of fish purasites from Australian waters, Bewmer
eral, (1983) listed B pandarid species based on reconds in two
published studies of Australian copeopod parasiles (Heegaard,
1962; Kabata, 1966), Beumer el al (1983) followed Cressey
(1967) in synonymising Dinematura Burmeister, 1§33 with
Dinemoura Latreille, 1829, However, they did not [ollow
Cressey by regarding Nesippus anstralis Heegaard, 1962 and N,
incisus Heegaard, 1962 as separate from N. orientalis Heller,
1868, or by regarding Perissopus serratys Heegaard, 1962 as
separate from P. dentafus Steenstrup & Liken, 1861, Beuimer
etal. (1983) thus comained 6 valid species: Dinemoura latifolia
(Steenstrup & Liitken. 1861). D, producia (Maller. 1785), Ech-
throgaleus coleoprams (Guérin-Méneville, 1837), Nesippis
orientalis Heller, 1868, Pardarus hicoler Leach, 1816, and
Perssopus deptatus Sicenstrup & Liitken, 1861, Cressey &
Simpfendorier (1948) added Fseudopandarus ausiralis (o the
species known from Austalian waters. This note npons the
occurrence of 3 pandurid ¢pecies on sharks from Cleveland Bay
(19°15'S, 146"50°E), nonh Queensland, and provides tnfomi-
tion on their hosts, Sharks were caught between Feb. 1986 and
Jan, 1988 vsing gillnets, longlines, otter trawls and handlines,
The parasiles were identfied using keys in Yamaguti (1963) und
Cressey (1967).

Three specics were identified: Pandarus niger Kirlesinghe,
1950 (QMW12207, 12212); Perissopus deniutus Steenstrup
& Liitken, 1861 (QMW 12208, 12209, 12456, 12462, 12464);
and Pseudopandarus australis Cressey & Simpfendorfer,
1988 (QMWI12210, 12211). The oecurrence of P. nigeris a
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Table 1. Rates of occurrence of pandarid copepods on shiurks
of Carcharimidae(C), Hemygalerdac( H), and Sphyrnidac (5)
Rates given are for females; where present, rule for mules
given in brackets.
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new record for Avstrolian waters, It has previously been
reported from Sn Lanka (Kirtesmghe, 1950) and Taiwuan
(Cressey, 1967) on sharks from the family Carcharhimdace. It
i$ widespread in tropical Australian waters, regularly oceur-
nng on C. serrah in the Northern Territory (J. Lyle, pers,
comm.; QMW 12460, 12461).

P. dentaries 15 abundant and widespread i tropical and
sublropical oceany. and previous workers have reported it
ifrom 29 species of shark (Yamagut, 1963; Cressey, 1967,
1970; Hewitt, 1967 Russo, 1975; Bewmer et al., 1983). Ouly
one of the § host species of P. denranus recorded for Clevelund
Bay (Sphvena lewini) has previously been reported (Hewitt,
1967).

Rales of ccecurrence were vartable between both host and
pandarid speetes, with female pandarids ocevrning more fre-
quently, and on more host species, than males (Table 1), The
three families of sharks on which the pandarids were recorded
are all active, frevw swimming and closely relared (Compagno,
1088). Two benthic shark species (Chiloseyllivm punctatin
and Stegastoma fusciatum) — from o differem order — had
1o pandaridg on therm,
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